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patient to a painless operation requires tlmt the risks of general 
anesthesia should not he unduly exaggerated in favor of loeal. 
Most physieians will find it advantageous to familiarize themselves 
with the newer methods of indneing loeal anesthesia, and will 
find this hook well adapted for the purpose. T. T. T. 


Clinical Examination - of the Blood and its Technique. By 
l’noFESsoii A. Paiteniieim, Berlin. 'Translated and adapted 
from the (lerman hy It. Dona I.ikon, M.A., M.B., Ch.l!., 
F.It.C.S. (Edin.), D.P.H., Pathologist to Itoyal Berks Hospital, 
Beading; late Assistant Pathologist Royal Infirmary, Bristol, 
and Demonstrator of Pathology, Universities of Bristol and 
Shellield. Pp. 87; 5 illustrations. New York: William Wood 
& Company, 191-1. 

This small hook, hy one of the most noted hematologists, first 
appeared in 1911 as a chapter in Carl Xcuherg’s Ilandkiicli tier 
Ausschcidmujcn mid KSrperJlttmgkrilcu. It was later in the same 
year published in hook form in tlie (lerman, and is now presented 
to us in English with minor alterations to conform to the more 
recent publications of the author. It is essentially a manual for 
students and practitioners, and deals only with those things which 
are of primary importance in clinical methods of hlood examination: 
staining, counting of cells, and hemoglobin estimation. The 
respective features of normal hlood and those facts in the semiology 
which explain pathological hlood pictures are described briefly 
and yet clearly. Two very helpful colored plates of normal and 
pathological hlood cells are introduced. The index is quite exhaust¬ 
ive. The hook is a brief summary of the important practical things 
known about the hlood at the present time, and as such it may 
he highly recommended. T. G. M. 


Diseases of Infancy and Ciiii.iiiiooii and tiieiii Dietetic, 
Hygienic and Medical Treatment. By Lotus Fischkk, 
M.D., Attending Physician to the Willard Parker and Riverside 
Hospitals, New York City; Attending Pediatrist to the Sydenham 
Hospital, etc. Fifth edition. Pp. 035; 301 illustrations and 
•13 plates. Philadelphia: F. A. Davis Co., 191-1. 

The chief impression after reading this hook is the wonder that 
such a mediocre production, to say the most, should have reached 
a fifth edition within eight years. To mention hut a few of the 
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many defects of the hook, \vc find that the classification, that much 
dehated ]ioint, does not admit even the few facts which are 
generally recognized; that etiology, pathology, and symptomatology 
are illogicnlly mixed; that the same diseases arc described under 
dill'erent headings; that there is a widespread reversion to old 
fashioned subdivision and nomenclature of diseases, for example: 
cerebral pneumonia, diphtheroid, pseudo-appendicitis, iithemia, 
and so on; that most of the literature quoted likewise belongs to the 
distant past with a curious avoidance of many of the best authori¬ 
ties; ami finally that the accounts of many diseases are by no means 
accurate or entirely trustworthy. 

The articles on the acute exanthemata and diphtheria are the 
best in the book and give evidence of the author’s wide experience 
with these diseases. The appendix contains much information of 
a practical nature, such as common laboratory technique, dietetics, 
local remedies, etc., which, coupled with the fact that diseases of 
all the special organs are considered, makes a book with a wide 
range and consequent strong appeal to the practitioner. 


The Tonsii.s; Faucial, Lingual, and 1’iiaiiyngeal, with Some 
Account ok the Fostkiiioii and Latkiial 1’iiaiiyngkal Nodules. 
Hy IIahiiy A. Hahxks, M.D., Instructor in Laryngology, Har¬ 
vard Medical School; Surgeon in the Department for Diseases 
of the Nose and Throat, lloston Dispensary; Assistant Laryngo¬ 
logist, Massachusetts General Hospital, l’p. Mil; illustrated. 
St. Louis; C. V. Mosby Company, 1011. 

This book, devoted solely to file tonsillar tissues, consists of 
l id rather small pages of printed matter and numerous full-page 
illustrations, and covers the whole subject from embryology to the 
various methods of operating. It is not sufficiently detailed, 
however, to make it the last word on the subject of the tonsils, 
and the lack of systematic bibliography deprives it of some value 
as a book of reference. For the student and for the general prac¬ 
titioner it is exceedingly good, giving in a concise form the important 
facts concerning the tonsil. The embryology, anatomy, and the 
physiology arc well dealt with, and show that the author’s knowledge 
lias been gained from actual experience as well as from literature. 
While, on the whole, the representations are trustworthy and agree 
with the general view of these structures, we do find a few dogmatic 
statements to which we must take exception; such as the author’s 
conception that the lymph follicles of the posterior pharyngeal 
wall “can never be considered normal structures in the mucosa,” 



